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The Piregewa;tﬁon of Héétoﬁcaﬁiy Signiﬁoant
Chapter 418 - The Presewa‘&aon of Hisioricaiiy Sﬁgmﬁcam

Bua!dmgs
ORD. No. /G

AN ORDINANCE (A LOCAL LAW) TO AMEND the Code of the Clty of Springfield by
adding chapter 418: , , :

1. Be 1t ordamed (enacted) by the Council of the Clty of Splmgﬁeld as follows

Chapter 418 - The Preservation of Historically Significant Bulld_mgs

‘Section 1. Infent and Pugpose_

This ordinance is enacted for the purpose of preserving and protecting significant
buildings within the City of Springfield which constitute or reflect distinctive
features of the architectural, cultural, economic, political or social history of the
city and to limit the detrimental effect of demolition on the character of the city.
By preserving and protecting significant buildings, strestscapes, and
neighborhoods, this ordinance promotes the public welfare by making the city a

more attractive and desirable place in Wblch to live and work.
Section 2. Définitions -

i APPLICANT-Any pelson or entity who ﬁles an apphcatmn fora demolition
permit, : :

ii. APPLICATI_ON‘-An application for the demolition ofa building.,

BUILDING- -Any combination of matenals forrmng a shelter for persons, animals,
or property

i,

iv. BUILDING COMMIS SIONER The person ocoupymg the ofﬁce of Bu11d1ng
' Comrmssmner or otherwise authorlzed to issue dernohtlon perm:lts o

v ) CQMMISS.ION - Tho Springﬁeld 'Histoi;ical Commission.
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vi.
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DEMOLITION-Any act of pulling down, destroying, removing, dismantling or
razing a building or commencing the work of total or substantlal destruction with

- the intent of completmg the same.

Vil

viii.

Section 3.

A.

Section 4.

A,

" ofthe building to be demolished, (b) the owner's name, address and telephone
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DEMOLITION PERMIT - The permit 1ssued by the Buﬂdmg Commissioner for a
demolition of a building, excludmg a permit issued solely for the demohtlon of

the interior of a bu11d1n0

PREFERABLY PRESERVED BUILDING - Any building within the City of
Springfield which is one hundred years old or older, as recorded by the Assessor,
or any building which is listed on, or is within a dlstrlct listed on, the National

Register of Historic Places.

Procedure

Within seven (7) days of receiving a demolition application, the Building
Commissioner or his designee shall determine whether the building to be
demolished is a Preferably Preserved Building. If the building is detérmined to be
a Preferably Preserved Building or if the age of the building is unknown, then the
Building Commissioner shall forward a copy of the application to the
Commission. -No demolition permit shall issue for a Preferably Preserved
building for nine &) months followmg recelpt of the apphcat1on by the

Commission. -
The Comrnission shall, within nine (%) months of receiving the application,

determine whether the building should be designated a Historic District pursuant
to Chapter 49 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of. Springfield and

Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 40C.

If the Commission has not designated the building as a historic district, within

nine (9) months of receiving the apphcatlon, then the Bulldlng Commissioner
may issue the demohtlon permlt

This Chapter shall not apply to any buﬂdmg located in any area of the City
designated a “Casino Overlay District” pursuant to Section 8.5 of the Springfield
Zoning Ordmance and for which the State Gaming Commission has granted a

; I1cense

Exemrption
The Commission may exempt any building from the provisions of this ordinance
upon written request from the applicant. The request shall include (a) the address
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Section 5.

Section 6.

Section 7.
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number, {c) the reason for requesting a demohtlon penmt (d) photogmph
drawmg or description of the building,

* An exemption from the provisions of this ordlnance shall require a majorlty vote
" of the Comnnssmn ) :

If the Commission fails to acton a request for excmption Withjn thirty (30) days
of submission to the Commission then the exemption is granted. -

a. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to inhibit the Building
Commissioner’s or Fire Commissioner’s ability to demolish buildings
under Mass. Gen. Law c. 48, Mass. Gen. Law c. 143 §§ 6-9 and the

Massachuseﬁs Building Code.

b.. Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to inhibit the Law Department’s
ability to seek and enforce a court demolition order, provided the Law
Department and/or the Office of Housing provides the Historical
Commission notice upon filing a motion demolish a building and not less

than sixty (60) days prior to demolition.

Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to inhibit the Office of Housing’s
ability to demolish tax-foreclosed residential structures, provided the
Office of Housing provides the Historical Commission with notice at least

sixty (60) days prior to demolition.
Administration

The Commission may adopt such rules and regulaﬂons as are necessary to
administer the terms of this ordinance. : .

Emergency Demolition

Nothing in this Chapter shall be deemed to inhibit the Building Commissioner’s
or Fire Commissioner’s ability to demolish buildings under Mass. Gen. Law c. 48,
Mass. Gen. Law c. 143 §§ 6-9 and the Massachusetts Building Code.

Historic District Act

Nofhing' in this ordinance shall be deemed to conﬂict-with the provisions of the
Historic District. Act, M.G.L. Chapter 40C. If any of the provisions of this

- ordinance do so conflict, that act shall prevail.

* Section 8.
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everablhtjg

In case any section, paragraph or part of thJs ordmance be for any reason,
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declared invalid or unconshmnonal by any court, every other section, paraorraph
and part shall continue in. full force and effect.

hf case any section, paracrraph or part of this ordinance be, for any reason,
declared invalid or unconstitutional by any court, every other section, paracraph
and part shall continue in full force and effect.

" APPROVED: S " DECEMBER 16, 2013-
EFFECTIVE: ' o " JANUARY 9, 2014 .
ATTEST: Ty CITY CLERK
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